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IUBMB NEWS 

Presidentôs Message 

Time flies! In the blink of an eye, we are already near the end of 
2019. I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year of 2020. 

In the year of 2019, IUBMB continues to support many activities 
in promoting biochemistry and molecular biology around the 
world. Several Focused and Special Meetings have been held 
in Lisbon/Portugal, Warsaw/Poland, Lima/Peru, and Marrakech/

Morocco. In addition, the 27th FAOBMB Conference was successfully held in Kua-
la Lumpur, Malaysia. All those meetings and conference have received funding 
support from IUBMB. One can see that the vibrant activities spread from Europe, 
Africa, South America to Southeast Asia. We are pleased to announce that those 
forward-looking focused meetings will continue in 2020: Neurodegenerative dis-
eases in Taipei Taiwan, Crosstalk between nucleus and mitochondria in human 
disease in Seville, Spain, and Biochemistry & molecular biology of RNA viruses in 
Faridabad, India. I encourage you to attend those exciting meetings.  

It should be pointed out that we initiated an experiment by encouraging the organ-
izers to put together a Special Issue for each Focused meeting with additional 
funding support to the meeting. If approved, those Special Issues will be published 
in relevant IUBMB journals such IUBMB Life, BioFactors, etc. Those focused and 
special meetings are just part of benefits that our Adhering Body member societies 
are entitled to. Some of the past members (like The Netherlands, Austria) which 
have not renewed their memberships will miss the opportunity to organize such 
meetings. 

As mentioned in my previous messages, education in molecular biosciences is an 
important mission for IUBMB. This goal was set up by IUBMB EC previously. We 
publish a unique journal devoted to education of biochemistry and molecular biolo-
gy: Biochemistry and Molecular biology Education. This journal publishes papers 
relevant for BMB teaching which are quite useful for those seeking innovative and 
novel teaching platforms. I suppose it is an excellent place to advertise textbooks, 
meeting announcements, etc. We have been supporting various Education Work-
shops held in different regional BMB meetings like FEBS Congress and FAOBMB 
Conferences/ Congress. The FEBS Congress in Jerusalem in 2017, Prague in 
2018 and Krakow and Kuala Lumpur in 2019 all have education sessions to em-
phasize the importance of education. We just held a symposium dedicated for 
education in Manila in November, 2019. All those education sessions/symposia 
invited prominent scholars who have been engaging in biochemistry and molecular 
biology teaching for many years and they have shared their precious experience 
(like biochemistry singing contest) with the attendees. Here I would also like to 
point out that Research Integrity is an aspect in education which we intend to 
stress in many IUBMB activities. 

A number of new initiatives in education are being planned. We have received 
generous funding support from Tang Prize Foundation (www.tang-prize.org, Tai-
wan) for education purposes for nine years. We just signed the MOU between TBF 
and IUBMB for the next three years. We are considering to have a new special 
symposium supported by TPF fund in which the symposium will be organized by 
junior scientists including postdocs in a way similar to ENABLE meetings held in 
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the FEBS region. Travel fellowships have been provided 
for young scientists to attend the Manila Education Sym-
posium. I would like to thank Professor Janet Macaulay for 
organizing those education-related events. 
 
I should add that TPF also provide speaker support 
through the participation of TPF laureates in various 
IUBMB-associated meetings. Dr. Feng Zhang from MIT 
was invited as a TPF Award Lecturer in the 2017 FEBS 
Congress in Jerusalem and Dr. Tasuku Honjo from Kyoto 
University was invited in the 2018 IUBMB Congress in 
Seoul. Both lectures were extremely successful attracting 
over 2000 attendees in each event. I should add that Dr. 
Honjo received this yearôs Nobel Prize in Physiology and 
Medicine. Congratulations to Dr. Honjo. More notably, 
Experimental Biology Conference in US has held the Tang 
Prize Award Lectures since 2015, with the past awardees 
of Jim Allison in 2015, Tasuku Honjo in 2016, Feng Zhang 
in 2018, Brian Druker in 2019 and next awardee Tony 
Hunter in 2020.  
 
IUBMB continues its close collaboration with its regional 
federations. IUBMB and FEBS signed an MOU regarding 
the mutual support in holding respective congresses, such 
as support for the named lecturers like IUBMB Lecture in 

FEBS Congress and FEBS Lecture in IUBMB Congress.  
 
Finally, I am looking into the issue of our relationship with 
the International Council for Sciences (ICSU). IUBMB 
withdrew from ICSU several years ago due to some acci-
dental reasons. ICSU was merged with The International 
Social Science Council (ISSC) into the new International 
Science Council (ISC) which was approved in their council 
meeting held in Taipei last year. This may be an oppor-
tune time for IUBMB to consider rejoin ISC. We are also 
collaborating with new global partner such as UNESCO on 
the issues of bioeconomy or plastics in the sustainable 
environment. We hope IUBMB can use our leadership in 
the life science areas and actively exert our influence and 
make IUBMB more valuable to our Adhering Body mem-
bers and our society. I urge you to browse IUBMB website 
(https://iubmb.org) where many detailed information about 
IUBMB can be found. Last but not the least, I sincerely 
seek advice from all of you and look forward to working 
with our IUBMB friends!  
 
 
Andrew H.J. Wang, PhD 
President, IUBMB 
 

NEW   -  IUBMB TANG EDUCATION          

FELLOWSHIPS 

The IUBMB Tang Education Fellowships will provide op-
portunities for the development of both biochemistry and 
molecular biology educational programs and educators 
with the specific aims of: 

¶ increasing expertise and capability in biochemistry 
and molecular biology education 

¶ supporting engaged educators 

¶ promoting change/innovation in approaches to educa-
tion 

¶ improving student learning experiences, outcomes 
and engagement with biochemistry and molecular 
biology 

¶ building an evidence base on which to make future 
recommendations on biochemistry and molecular 
biology education 

 

 

¶ supporting biochemistry and molecular biology educa-
tion in developing countries. 

The fellowships can be used for: 

¶ Universities/departments to apply for a nominated 
experienced biochemistry and molecular biology edu-
cator to visit their institution for a specific educational 
outcome OR 

¶ Educators to apply to visit institutions to learn/develop 
education practice and methodologies for a specific 
educational outcome. 

For further information on our new IUBMB Tang Fellow-
ships please visit the IUBMB Web site at  

https://iubmb.org/guidelines-statutes/guidelines/tang-
education-fellowships/ 

Follow Us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter: 

https://www.facebook.com/iubmb/?modal=admin_todo_tour  

https://www.instagram.com/theiubmb/ 

https://twitter.com/iubmb   
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Professor Lim is a Professor of Biochemistry in the 
Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences, Universiti 
Tunku Abdul Rahman.  She earned her bachelorôs 
degree in biotechnology and Doctor of Philosophy in 
Animal Biotechnology from Universiti Putra Malaysia 
in 1997 and 2001, respectively. Her research inter-
ests are in the field of phytochemistry, cancer chemo-
prevention, herbal medicine and syndrome differentia-
tion study in Chinese Medicine. Thus far, she has 
received numerous research grants, research 
awards, travel grants and fellowships nationally and 
internationally. 

 

WELCOME PROFESSOR TS. DR. LIM YANG MOOI, IUBMB AMBASSADOR FOR FEDERATION OF 

ASIAN AND OCEANIC BIOCHEMISTS AND MOLECULAR BIOLOGISTS 
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Yang Mooi Lim and Anthony Ho Siong Hock re-
port on the 27th FAOBMB & 44th MSBMB Con-
ference with a Special IUBMB supported Sympo-
sia on 'Mosquito-borne illnesses' 

The 27th FAOBMB & 44th MSBMB Conference held from 
19-22nd August 2019 was a special event for the Malaysi-
an Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology 
(MSBMB) as the last time an FAOBMB event was organ-
ised in Kuala Lumpur was back in 1998.  This conference 
was made more meaningful as it was supported by the 
IUBMB to mark the occasion of Malaysia becoming an 
adhering body to the Union.  Thus, a special IUBMB Sym-
posia on 'Mosquito-borne illnesses' was organised con-
jointly with the overall conference theme of 'Biomolecules: 
Networks & Systems'. 

In total, the 4 day conference featured 5 named, 6 plenary 
and 38 invited lectures with 33 regular oral, 39 rapid oral 
and 114 posters organised within 18 tracks.  

The Keynote address was delivered by John Mackenzie, a 
Mahathir Science Award Laureate, who described some of 
the factors driving emergence and spread of zoonotic and 
vector-borne virus diseases, and the importance of the 
One Health concept in their response and control with 
examples of Nipah, West Nile, SARS and H5N1 influenza 
virus.  JI Soo Kim, the recipient of the FAOBMB Research 
Excellence Award, summarised his work developing nu-
clease-digested whole genome sequencing (Digenome-
seq) to profile genome-wide specificities of Cas9 nucleas-
es and Cas9-fused deaminases in an unbiased manner 
which allowed the comprehensive identification of even off 
target site mutations.  The FEBS-sponsored lecture was 
given by Dominique Soldati-Favre who described the use 
of computational models in concert with CRISPR-Cas9 
screens of Toxoplasma gondii metabolic genes to under-
stand how this parasite interacts with its host and modu-
lates its metabolism when switching from acute to chronic 
infection. Xiaolun Yu who received the FAOBMB Educa-
tion Award enthusiastically shared her vision to inspire 
students curiosity using a variety of connected tools that 
promotes the process of student-centered learning-by-
doing which she described as an impactful teaching strat-
egy for the future. Sheila Nathan gave the inaugural 
MSBMB President's Award Lecture describing her long-
term studies of infections by Burkholderia bacteria and 
identification of the bacterial effectors, which switch off the 
host inflammatory response by targeting and degrading 
host transcription factors that drive an inflammatory re-
sponse.  

The Plenary speakers Balbir Singh, Patrick Tan, Madan 
Babu, Leann Tilley, Noboru Mizushima and Brad Nelson 
spoke on areas consistent with the conference theme and 
having particular significance to the Asia-Pacific region.  A 
complete list of all the abstracts are available on the con-
ference webpage at www.faobmbkl2019.com 

Additionally, forum sessions on Education, Women in Sci-
ence and Career Development for young scientists were 
organised in partnership with the Academy of Sciences 
Malaysia, Organisation for Women in Science-Malaysia 
Chapter and the ASEAN Young Scientists Network.    

 

27th FAOBMB & 44th MSBMB Conference with a Special 
IUBMB supported Symposia on 'Mosquito-borne illnesses' 
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  Named Lecture Speaker Title 

1 MAHATHIR SCIENCE 
AWARD LECTURE 

John S. Mackenzie 

Curtin University, Australia 

One Health: Breaking down the 
professional silos and responding 
to emerging zoonotic and mos-
quito-borne illnesses 

2 FEBS LECTURE Dominique Soldati-Favre 

University of Geneva, Switzer-
land 

Functional and computational 
genomics reveal unprecedented 
versatility in stage-specific Toxo-
plasma gondii metabolism 

3 FAOBMB AWARD FOR 
RESEARCH EXCEL-
LENCE LECTURE 

Jin Soo Kim 

Center for Genome Engineer-
ing, Institute for Basic Scienc-
es, South Korea 

CRISPR genome editing in 
plants, animals and human cells 

4 FAOBMB EDUCATION 
AWARD LECTURE 

Xiaoyun Lu 

Xiôan Jiaotong University, Chi-
na 

Teaching now, facing the future 

5 MSBMB PRESIDENTôS - 
TAN SRI DATO' KONG 
HON KONG AWARD 

Sheila Nathan 

Universiti Kebangsaan Malay-
sia, Malaysia 

Resolving B. pseudomallei path-
ogenesis from a biochemistry - 
microbiology perspective 

  Plenary Lecture Title 

1 Balbir Singh 

Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences, 
UNIMAS, Sarawak Malaysia 

Plasmodium Knowlesi: Past, Present and Future 

2 Patrick Tan 

Singhealth Duke-NUS Institute of Preci-
sion Medicine (PRISM) DUKE-NUS Med-
ical School, Singapore 

Genomic and Epigenomic Profiles of Asian Endemic 
Malignancies 

3 M Madan Babu 

MRC Laboratory of Molecular Biology 

Francis Crick Avenue, Cambridge Bio-
medical Campus 

Cambridge CB2 0QH, UK 

Understanding Variation in the GPCR Signalling Sys-
tem 

4 Leann Tilley 

Department of Biochemistry and Molecu-
lar Biology, Bio21 Institute , The Universi-
ty of Melbourne,  Australia 

New Technologies that Provide Insights into Malaria 
Parasite Virulence and Antimalarial Drug Design 

5 Noboru Mizushima 

Department of Biochemistry and Molecu-
lar Biology Graduate School of Medicine, 
The University of Tokyo, Tokyo, Japan 

Physiological Roles and Molecular Mechanisms of 
Autophagy 

6 Brad Nelson 

Co-Director, Immunotherapy Program 

BC Cancer, Victoria BC, Canada 

Deciphering and Reengineering the Immune Re-
sponse to Cancer 
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More than 300 participants from 35 countries attended the 
conference and joined in the festivities of the Welcome 
Reception, Speakers appreciation dinner and the excellent 
trade exhibition made possible with the support of com-
mercial partners like Elsevier (Diamond partner) amongst 
others.  As Berjaya Hotel is located in the heart of the cap-
ital city, attendees could explore a range of food delights 

and shopping choices all within walking distance. In short, 
there was plenty to do after each day's scientific pro-
gramme. Many attendees also extended their stay to join 
excursions out of the city to visit places like Malacca, Pe-
nang and even as far as East Malaysia.     
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Members of the IUBMB Executive with Dr Lim Yang Mooi and Dr Anthony (Tony) Ho Siong Hock 
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The IUBMB-FAOBMB Young Scientist Program was held 
in conjunction with the 27th FAOBMB and the 44th Annual 
MSBMB Conference in Taylorôs University Lakeside Cam-
pus from 15-18 August 2019. The YSP event was attend-
ed by 36 young early career scientists from five different 
regions including Asia, Oceania, America, Africa and Eu-
rope. The event also included 18 YSP-observers.  The 
YSP event began with an evening reception followed by 2 
invited lectures presented by Prof Dr Paul Gleeson from 
the University of Melbourne on the role of Golgi apparatus 
as a cell sensor and Prof Carmay Lim from the Institute of 
Biomedical Science, Academia Sinica, Taiwan on the im-
portance of metal ions in brain signaling.   

The YSP program featured presentations ranging from 
proteomics, molecular biology, plant biochemistry to can-
cer biology, structural biology and immunology.   

YSP participants were able to learn about each otherôs 
projects in detail through interactive sessions of questions 
and answers, hopefully leading to enduring collaborations. 
The program also included a half-day tour to the Malaysia 
Genome Institute (MGI), a national core research facility. 
The YSP delegates got the chance to see the state-of-the-
art DNA sequencer and cutting edge protein characteriza-
tion including X-ray crystallography, NMR and high-end 
mass spectrometry. The tour ended with an experience at 
the stingless bee (closely related to the common honey 
bee but have highly reduced stingers) farm where were 
able to try the distinctive fresh sour honey unique to this 
species. The YSP ended with a social program on the last 
day with a Kuala Lumpur City Tour showcasing Malaysiaôs 
diverse and inclusive culture. The tour visited the famous 
Petronas Twin Towers, Batu Caves, Chinatown and many 
more. Delegates were also able to experience a Malaysi-
an cultural dance over lunch during the tour.  

Here are some short testimonials from the YSP dele-
gates: 

ñFirst of all, I am really thankful and appreciate the chance 
given for me to participate in the YSP 2019 in Taylor's 
University. In this 4-days event, I have enjoyed the diverse 
area of researches presented by all the YSP awardees 
from all over the world. The friendships we built is the best 
part of this YSP program. We present and discuss scienc-
es in the meeting, but we also enjoyed each otherôs com-
panion and laughter. I believe the friendships and memo-
ries in this YSP 2019 will last long and useful for our ca-
reer and future collaborations.  

 

In addition, YSP gave me a great platform to obtained 
information regarding fellowship, job opportunities, and 
working cultures at other countries. The information is very 
helpful to prepare myself for establishing my career in the 
near future. Also, I always enjoy and like to communicate 
with people from different field of research and cultures, 
they never failed to bring me a different perspective. 

I really amazed by the high standard of organizing and 
communication skills that you and your team have demon-
strated. Thank you for the wonderful memories.ò  Adrian 
Chek, Japan 

ñFirst, I want to thank you all for organizing such a won-
derful YSP programme and a conference in Malaysia. I 
gained a lot of knowledge by listening to other YSPs who 
presented their work in numerous fields although some 
are not directly related to what I do. In addition to the 
knowledge gained, you provided such an awesome at-
mosphere for building friendships and close associations 
among us. The facilities provided were excellent and 
meals were delicious. I enjoyed every moment that I spent 
during the program and I very much value the large num-
ber of new frends that I befriended. Thank you again for 
giving us this opportunity.ò Ruwani Hewawasam, Sri 
Lanka 

ñI would sincerely like to thank you once again for giving 
me opportunity to be a part of such an incredible scientific 
gathering!!! I must say that I had never been to better or-
ganized conference where you paid so much attention to 
every single detail and all that with a big and sincere 
smile! I felt amazing during the whole time of the confer-
ence. Scientific part was so well put and discussed. The 
talks were really interesting and helpful, even when the 
topic was not my specific area of interest. The accommo-
dation and the place chosen for the conference were just 
amazing! And I really appreciate the effort of the organiz-
ers to show us the city and domestic cuisine, it really 
helped us to get to know Malaysian life style and tradition. 
Thank you so much for everything it was unbelievable 
experience that I would guard for life.ò Sanja Kovaļeviĺ, 
Serbia 

ñI got lots of experiences, nice friends, especially a huge 
inspiration for my PhD as well as my life. Ióm really grateful 
for giving me a big opportunity to join the YSP and for 
organizing this wonderful and heart-warming program.ò 
Pinnapat Pinsorn, Thailand 

      

The IUBMB-FAOBMB Young Scientist Program  
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December 2019 Education and training report 

On November 13-15, 2019 in Manila, Philippines the very 
successful 2019 IUBMB/PSBMB Education conference, 
Harnessing Interdisciplinary Education in Biochemistry 
and Molecular Biology was held. The conference consist-
ed of keynote and plenary presentations and parallel ses-
sions with short talks and interactive round table discus-
sions. Posters were presented on education and science 
and Dr Jessica Gibbons from Monash University Australia 
won the Best Education Poster Award. Speakers and at-
tendees came from 22 countries and there were over 400 
attendees. 20 of the attendees were supported by IUBMB 
Tang Travel Bursaries. The presentations generated much 
discussion and many new colleagues, friends and collabo-
rations have been made. The IUBMB journal, Biochemis-
try and Molecular Biology Education, will publish a special 
section on the conference in 2020.  

IUBMB 2019 PHILIPPINES  

IUBMB EDUCATION CONFERENCE 2019 & 46th PSBMB ANNUAL CONVENTION 
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Prof Gracia Fe B. Yu, Prof Andrew Wang, Prof Janet Macaulay, Dr William G. Padolina, Prof Francisco 

M. Heralde III 
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William ñBillò J. Whelanôs 95th birthday celebration 

Students and friends of Bill Whelan celebrated his 95th 
birthday and retirement on November 14 at the Biltmore 
Hotel in Miami, Florida.  Bill served as the president of the 
International Union of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology 
(IUBMB), and continues to serve as co-editor of the organ-
izationôs journal, IUBMB Life.  

ñBill founded our journal and created training fellowships 
for students around the world,ò said Dr. Newton. She and 
her colleague, James Davie, Ph.D., IUBMB general secre-
tary and professor of biochemistry and medical genetics at 
the University of Manitoba, presented Dr. Whelan with a 
birthday gift: an engraving of the glycogenin molecule on a 
Plexiglas cube (see below).  

Dr. William (Bill) Whelan with his wife, Alina  
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Dr. Alexandra Newton and Dr. Jim Davie 

Dr. Angelo Azzi 

Dr. William (Bill) Whelan and guests  
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Congratulations to the 2019 PROLAB recipients 

PABMB/ASBMB Promoting Re-
search Opportunities for Latin 
American Biochemists (PROLAB) 

The long-term objective of this pro-
gram is to foster cooperation be-
tween the Pan-American Associa-
tion for Biochemistry and Molecular 
Biology (PABMB), the International 
Union of Biochemistry and Molecu-
lar Biology (IUBMB) and the Ameri-
can Society for Biochemistry and 

Molecular Biology (ASBMB) that would benefit their mem-
bers, trainees and science. 

Congratulations to the 12 young scientists who were 
awarded the 2019 PROLAB awards. For further infor-
mation about the awardees please visit 

http://www.asbmb.org/asbmbtoday/201910/News/
PROLAB/?terms=PROLAB%20recipients 

 

Ferran Barrachina Laura Bonnet Alfredo Figueroa  Ricardo LimaïFilho 

Margarita J. R. Pineda Felipe Campos Ribeiro Carolina Oliveira Mar²a Jos® Pascual 

Paula Belen Salazar Natalia Scilletta Juliana Vago Maira Rivera Vald®s 
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Congratulations to the 2019 (October) IUBMB Wood-Whelan Fellowship Awardees 

The Wood-Whelan Research Fellowships are de-
signed to support young biochemists and molecular 
biologists, from countries that are full or associate 
members of IUBMB who need to travel to other la-
boratories in the IUBMB region for the purpose of 
carrying out experiments that require special tech-
niques or for other forms of scientific collaboration or 
advanced training. 

For further information about the upcoming competitions, 
please visit: 

https://iubmb.org/guidelines-statutes/guidelines/wood-
whelan-research-fellowships/ 


